Identification of a novel HLA-B allele--HLA-B*4902.
We report herein the identification of HLA-B*4902. This new allele was identified in a Caucasian individual serologically typed as B49. The allele codifying for this antigen was not clearly detectable with polymerase chain reaction using sequence-specific primers (PCR-SSP) because of an atypical amplification pattern. DNA sequencing demonstrated the presence of a new variant due to two nucleotide substitutions (from G to C and from T to C) in exon 2 at nucleotides 309 and 311 respectively. These substitutions would result in a silent mutation and in one amino acid substitution from Ile to Thr, respectively.